Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.056; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.5.
Experimental
Crystal data Chen et al. 1981) , is a pure natural compound extracted from the fruit of Helicia Nilagirica Beed, which has been successfully used in the treatment of insomnia in China. Some helicid derivatives have been reported to possess good biological activities (Sha & Mao, 1987) . The synthesis and structure of some helicid derivatives heve been recently reported by our group (Fu et al. 2009; Lv et al. 2009; Yang et al. 2009; Ye et al. 2009 ). As a continuation of our studies in this area, we report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
In the molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the average of C-C, C(sp 
The synthetic method of the title compound was reported elsewhere (Fan et al., 2007) . To a solution of helicid (1.420 g, 5 mmol) in 30 ml of anhydrous ethanol, a 10% NaOH aqueous solution were added under ice bath, then 4-bromoacetophenone (1.104 g, 5.5 mmol) was added. The mixture was neutralized with diluted hydrochloric acid, concentrated to half of the original volume, and the resulting precipitate filtered. Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution (yield 65%, m.p. 98-100 K).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å, O-H = 0.84 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C, O) for methyl and hydroxy H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen site location: inferred from neighbouring sites Least-squares matrix: full H-atom parameters constrained
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